The Goremykine Cabinet            177
of the old rfeglme, well known for his ultra-reactionary
ideas. His speech was limited to vague promises of an
extension of the operations of the peasants5 bank and the
development of emigration to Siberia. It produced a
most deplorable effect, which grew to the height of
exasperation when M. Goremykine, alarmed by the turn
that the debates were taking and by the agitation that
they created among the peasants, but always faithful
to his pose as an ignorer of the Douma, caused to be
published in the official gazette a long communiqufe
on the agrarian question, declaring plainly that the
Government did not admit the principle of forced
expropriation. By choosing this manner of making
known the views of the Government, i.e., in addressing
the country over the heads of the Douma, M. Goremy-
kine again gave evidence of his scorn for the national
assembly, and it was the form of the communication
rather than its contents which roused the unanimous
indignation of the deputies. The Douma at once
resolved to give tit for tat, and directed the agrarian
commission to draw up a direct appeal to the country,
in the form of a reply to the communiqu6 of the
official gazette. It was this step, taken ab irato, which
sealed the fate of the Douma, for it gave M. GoremyKne,
as we shall see later, a pretext for denouncing this appeal
to the country before the Emperor as an overt revolu-
tionary act.
If the relations between the Government and the
Douma became more strained from day to day, It was
equally true that concord was far from reigning IB the
bosom of M. Goremykine's Cabinet. I have already men-
tioned its heterogeneous character ; the more Its members
learned to know each other, the more marked became
their divergencies of opinion, preventing any agreement